
ON THE BALLOT FOR GEORGETOWN ISD

On May 6, 2017 Georgetown ISD is holding a special election regarding  
the district’s Chapter 41 Wealth Equalization Referendum.

The ballot will read as follows:

Here’s What You Should Know Before You Vote:

Chapter 41 of the Texas Education Code requires school districts that have been designated by the state as property wealthy to share their 
wealth with school districts that are property poor. This is sometimes referred to as the "share the wealth" or "Robin Hood" plan. The state’s 
school finance system "recaptures" funds from the property-wealthy districts to distribute to the property-poor districts.
 
What Does This Mean for Georgetown ISD Taxpayers?
• A Vote FOR: allows local property values to remain in Georgetown which generates revenue for bond payments. This option gives the GISD 

Board permission to pay the State the required recapture amount. 

• A Vote AGAINST: would trigger a detachment of about $1 billion worth of property value that is used to generate revenue for required bond 
payments. The loss of local revenue would result in higher tax rates in order to make annual bond payments.

For more information about Chapter 41, visit www.tea.texas.gov

Georgetown Independent School District Special Election Chapter 41 Proposition for Purchase of 
Attendance Credits Authorizing the Board of Trustees of Georgetown Independent School District 
to purchase attendance credits from the state with local tax revenues.
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During July of each year, the Texas Education Agency officially notifies school  
districts that will be subject to the wealth equalization provisions of Chapter 41  
in the following school year. Since establishment of this plan in 1993, the state has  
recaptured more than $20 billion in local property taxes from almost 400 school  
districts throughout the state of Texas. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions:

How are districts determined to be property wealthy?
A district becomes property wealthy due to the amount of taxable property value, such as industry. The relative wealth of the school district  
is measured in terms of the taxable value of property that lies within the school district borders divided by the number of students in weighted  
average daily attendance (WADA). It is not determined by rooftops, housing developments or personal income levels.

 
What funds are used to pay recapture?
Funds are recaptured from a district’s local Maintenance and Operations (M&O) tax revenue. M&O revenue is used to pay salaries, utilities,  
furniture, supplies, food, gas, etc.

 
What options are available for a district to pay recapture?  
A district has five options available to reduce its property wealth per WADA (pay recapture).  Options 1 and 2 would not require an election.   
Options 3, 4, and 5 require an election.  However, only option 3 is included on the May 6th ballot.  Option 3 is the least expensive and most  
beneficial method for paying recapture payments.

Option 1: Consolidate with another district 
Option 2: Detach property 
Option 3: Purchase attendance credits from the state 
Option 4: Contract to educate nonresident students from a partner district 
Option 5: Consolidate tax bases with another district

For more information about Chapter 41, visit www.tea.texas.gov


